January 11, 2008

Canada vs. South Africa

Did not dress:  Matthew Guest and Matthew Peck

Everyone else got into the game

A good start to our tour, even though it was a 1 -1 tie.  We had just traveled for 48 hours with four plane changes, 16 hour layoff in Frankfurt, about 30 hours in flight and played 24 hours after arrival.

The score is not indicative of how we played; Canada controlled the game from the opening whistle. The Canadian boys showed great poise and strength with their basic game.  Even though the home boys were rested and backed by a large contingent of their fans the Canadians kept them in check.  And it did not take long for us to get on the scoreboard with a brilliant shot from the top of the circle, by an unlikely hero, our young Scott Tupper.

The game was made a little more exciting when a ping pong loose ball made its way to an open SA player for their first goal at the 26th minute.  But our boys were not going to be deterred by that set back or the scorching heat of the African sun.  Even though it would have been easy to blame the jet lag or the heat, the boys marched on in the second half with dominance.  The only shame was that we did not get the winner, but that will come.  What matters is that we played well even under difficult circumstances.  On to the next one against GB.

