January 13, 2008

Canada vs. Great Britain

Did not dress:  Ravi Kahlon (illness) and Matthew Peck

Everyone else got into the game

They say the tide turns very quickly on the Indian Ocean, and that is exactly what happened with our team in the second game of our South African tour.  Great Britain team swept over our boys like a wave on the beach.  A 5 -1 loss was humiliating to watch and disappointing to understand.  After playing so well in the starting game it seemed we have forgotten about all that has been learned.  Our boys looked like school boys amongst men, and boy did the school boys get spanked.

For some reason we were not in the game from the start.  The Brits came at us with speed and strength and our defense just could not handle it.  To be down by just one goal at half time was a gift from the gods, because the opposition missed at least three sure goals.  I wonder if their coach made them aware of that fact.  Unfortunately our boys did not get the message from the coaching staff and we just progressively became worst as the game went on. Unforced errors and wide open giveaways by our side gave the opposition a gift on the silver platter.  It was like tea being served at the cricket games, except in this game the show was still going on.  

The end of the day the score was 1-5 but our pride was the most bruised part of our body.  The poor play started from our usually reliable Michael Mahood, through the backfield and right up the midfield.  The forwards were left to wander by themselves.  So back to the chalk board to get it right.  We are a work in progress, so not to worry, we will get it right.

On the positive note this game did have something to celebrate from the Canadian perspective.  Ken Pereira celebrated his 250 cap for Canada, a remarkable achievement at any level and any sport.  Well done Kenny,  Canada thanks you for your dedication and hard work to the game and our National Team program.  And we would like to welcome and congratulate Matthew Guest on his first cap for Canada.  Hopefully this is a start of the next generation’s great carrier. 

